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Letter from the Chairman
 Dear members of the  Hellenic Business Council in Bul-
garia,
 It is a great privilege and pleasure for me to have the 
opportunity to address all of you for the first time as newly elected 
Chairman.
 I would like to begin by expressing special gratitude on 
behalf of all of us to all the previous HBCB’s Board of Directors 
members of the Hellenic Business Council. With their permanent 
contribution HBCB became one of the leading foreign chambers 
in Bulgaria. 
 Taking into account the results of our activities in 2021, 
I would like to start by mentioning the difficulties in implementing 
them due to the Covid pandemic that broke out last year. To my 
great regret, we were forced to suspend or postpone some of the 
events planned for the year. We also organized communication 
with our members in different ways, based on new technologies, 
giving priority to online contacts. We also changed the way HBCB 
Management Board operates, with two of its meetings held at the 
board’s office and the other 7 meetings held online. The main topic 
of most of our meetings was aimed at adapting the activities of the 
HBCB for the circumstances of the pandemic.
 For the first time in many years, taking into account the 
danger of getting infected with Covid when there is a gathering of 
many people in one place and after a discussion by the Board, we 
decided not to organize a New Year’s party. I want to thank the 
members of HBCB for welcoming and understanding this deci-
sion, despite interrupting a longstanding tradition.
 In my address, I would like to briefly mention some of 
the measures related to the pandemic that the HBCB Board under-
took.
 As early as January last year, together with the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Greece and the leadership of the HBCB, 
we held a meeting with the management of the Military Medical 
Academy headed by General  Mutafchiiski. We made a donation 
to the hospital to support the battle against the Covid pandemic. At 
the meeting we agreed that willing members of our organization 
could get vaccinated. As a result of this agreement, hundreds of 
members of the HBCB were vaccinated. In particular, Mrs. Kleon-
iki Georgiadou executed the realization of the vaccination with 
the Military Medical Academy and she has done a great job, so I 
would like especially to congratulate and thank her.
 During last year we also reached an agreement to con-
tinue vaccinating  our members at Sofiamed Hospital. During the 
year, some of our members were successfully treated there after 
complications from Covid 19. Mr. Gerdjikov and Mrs. Bozhinova 
undertook the implementation of the cooperation with the hospi-
tal, for which I thank them.
 An important new moment in the development of our 
organization was  the annual General Assembly of HBCB. Elec-
tions were held to fill the nine-member Board. I would like to con-
gratulate the re-elected members of the Board Gergios Alexandris, 
Georgios Papakonstantinou, Harisis Bailas, Vasileios Kainaros, 
Teodoros Polydoros, as well as the newly elected Petia Dimitrova, 
Kleoniki Georgiadou and Thomas Purnell. It was inspiring that all 
elected board members started working together with such enthu-
siasm from the beginning. What helped facilitate this synergy was 
the distribution of responsibilities, prioritized by their competen-
cies. 
 Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to draw your atten-
tion to a new initiative by Mrs Georgiadou, which started last year. 
In the office of HBCB we started to hold personal meetings with 
the representatives of companies with members of our board. The 

coordination of these meetings was undertaken by Mr. Georgios 
Papakonstantinou and the new Head of the trade and economic 
section of the Embassy of the Republic of Greece, Mr. Dimitrios 
Michas, took an active part in them. With the implementation of 
this initiative we have achieved several goals. First, despite the 
limitations due to the pandemic, we managed to hold meetings 
with the leading representatives of 22 of our companies. The sec-
ond, which is equally important, is the possibility for more of our 
members to start feeling that our offices are a home.
 I would like to especially note the efforts of the HBCB 
office to organize a high level of summer and autumn parties at-
tended by many of our members, and the conference organized 
with the German Chamber on “Vision and strategies for the devel-
opment of electromobility and electromobile industry in Bulgar-
ia”.
 The political meetings held last year also aroused great 
interest, the most important of which were the meetings with the 
President of Greece Katerina Sakellaropoulou, the Minister of 
Citizens Protection Panagiotis Theodorikakos, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Konstantinos Vlasis with emphasis on the Greek Dias-
pora Relations Department and Konstantinos Fragogiannis, Dep-
uty Minister for Economic Diplomacy and Foreign relations. It 
was unfortunate that due to the pandemic we had restrictions as 
to the number of people that could attend, so most of these meet-
ings were in small groups. Many initiatives to escalate the issue 
of road connection between Bulgaria/Greece (Kulata-Promahon), 
the solution with the recognition by Greece of the vaccination in 
third countries (for vaccine doses and issuance of a certificate), etc
 Unfortunately, due to the aforementioned restrictions on 
our activities in 2021, for the first time in a while we recorded a 
decrease in interest in participating in the HBCB. Last year, only 
10 new members joined our organization, of which 6 were regular, 
3 associated and one individual. I hope, dear colleagues, with your 
assistance this year to increase the admission of new members. I 
consider it appropriate this year to make efforts to expand the re-
gional structure of HCBC, focusing on the regions of Blagoevgrad 
and Stara Zagora amongst others. Areas with a strong Greek busi-
ness presence.
 Dear members of the  Hellenic Business Council in Bul-
garia,
 I am pleased to note that despite the difficulties, the fi-
nancial situation of HBCB has remained stable, as most of the 
members of our association have paid their dues. The same ap-
plies to the contributions of our sponsors - Postbank, Chipita, 
Coca Cola, ETEM, ETEM Gestamp Aluminum, Sigma Bulgaria, 
Report BG, Mirkat, Chrysmetal, Alexandris Engineering , ICAP 
Bulgaria, for which I thank them especially.
 Over the past year, we have continued to support the op-
eration of the Greek school. I hope that with our support, with the 
support of our members and not only and with the active partici-
pation of the Greek state, we will be able to start the construction 
of the building of the new Greek school on the same plot, next to 
the Greek Church in Sofia this year.
I hope it will soon be possible to ease the restrictions imposed by 
the pandemic and resume our active work. 
 Dear friends, members and colleagues, 
 I want to wish you health, personal happiness and pros-
perity in your endeavors.

Georgios Mentzelopoulos
Chairman of HBCB
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PROFILE
MISSION STATEMENT

POLICY GOALS

Hellenic Business Council in Bulgaria [HBCB] is 
a private, non-political, non-profit organization, 
established in 2005, that provides a platform for 
networking, promotions, and information sharing, 
represents the interests of its members and serves 
as a catalyst for further trade and invesment between 
Greece and Bulgaria.

HBCB primary mission is to foster a bilateral 
dialogue between key business and goverment 
decision makers, thus encouraging progressive 
economic policies in both countries.
HBCB actions are based on three fundamental 
values and beliefs, which link our vision to our 
business principles:

INTEGRITY

EXCELLENCE

PERFORMANCE

We are committed to the highest level of integrity in all our relationships: 
to demonstrate hpnestly and sincerity in all of our dealings, upholding 
only the higest ethical principles; to provide open and transperant 
communications to create informed opinion.

We are committed to upholding the higest standarts of professionalism. 
We measure success by our ability to anticipate, create and implement 
solutions that help HBCB members achieve their objectives.

HBCB provides a primary platform and focal point for networking between Greek and Bulgarian 
business communities. The Council’s major aim is to assist the flow of trade and investments and the 
transfer of know-how by improving business climate between the both countries.
In pursuing the above, HBCB has determined several polisy goals:

We strive for continuous improvement in our performence that meets 
the needs and expectations of our members. When we commit to doing 
something, we do it in the best, most complete, most efficient and most 
timely way possible, ensuring that integrity and respect for people are 
never compromised.

 ■ To promote the Greek-Bulgarian and Cypriot-Bulgarian business partnership;
 ■ To identify, encourage and inform members (and other interested parties) of appropriate sources

of information relating to trade and investment opportunities, practices and regulations, in 
Greece, Cyprus and Bulgaria;

 ■ To promote investments and trade between Greece, Cyprus and Bulgaria through various events
(incl. trade missions and official visits), while also creating new business opportunities and 
networking;

 ■ To support and represent the interest of its members, including liaison with the goverments of
Bulgaria, Greece and Cyprus;

 ■ To facilitate an open and frank dialogue between public and private sectors in both counries as
to reach a mutually satisfactory understanding of commercial and economics concerns;

 ■ In collaboration with other organizations and institutions, to encourage social and cultural
exchange with the aim to improve cultural relations and provide support to studying and
promoting cultural historical heritage and traditions between Bulgaria and Greece;

 ■ To cooperate with other business development councils and chambers of commerce that are
operating in Bulgaria;

 ■ To encourage the creation of a network with other Greek organisations of similar nature operating
in the other Balkan countries.



6

PROFILE
ACTIVITY FRAMEWORK
I. Business Support Services

 ■ Advice on Bulgarian-Greek general
economic trends, market intelligence,
and goverment regulations and
policies;

 ■ Advice on specific business practice
issues or projects;

 ■ Advice on various business service
providers and consulting resources;

 ■ Identify and refer business
opportunities to members;

 ■ Interacting with Greek business
interests groups and trade mission
visiting Bulgaria;

 ■ Organise seminars/workshops on the
trade and investments climate, general
business practices and potential
investment opportunities;

 ■ Provide information about
forthcoming fairs and exhibitions and
assist its members to participate in
them;

II. Policy Advocacy and Public Affairs

 ■ Ad-hoc talks and discussions with key
business leaders, both from Greece and
Bulgaria, on matters relating to trade
and investments;

 ■ Organise meetings with representatives
of Bulgarian governmental bodies and
institutions to discuss issues concerning
the trade relations between the
business circles of the two countries,
as well as for the promotion of Greek
investments to Bulgaria;

 ■ Present member companies: corporate
image, products and services;

III. Briefings/Conferences and Networking
Opportunities

 ■ Organise policy briefings, conferences
and special events thus giving the
Council’s members access to Bulgaria’s
top decision makers, and also provide
an important networking opportunity
for members of the business
community to discuss past experience
and future projects;

 ■ Hosting major conferences that
advance member interests and provide
practical value;

 ■ Provide a forum for ideas,
opportunities, and personal contacts
that will promote education,
commerce, and industry between
Bulgaria and Greece;

 ■ In partnership with other organizations
and institutions, take part (both in
Bulgaria and abroad) in international
projects related to the activity of
HBCB;

IV. Information Services

 ■ HBCB WEB-site;
 ■ HBCB FB page;
 ■ HBCB LinkedIn;
 ■ HBCB Daily Newsletter;
 ■ HBCB Awareness and promotional

events;
 ■ HBCB press releases and follow ups;
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HBCB MEMBERS TODAY

REGULAR MEMBERS

• ABC Shipping Transport LTD
• Aeiforos Bulgaria SA
• Agroland Bulgaria AD
• Alexandris Engineering Ltd.
• Alfatera International LTD
• Allianz Bulgaria Holding AD
• Alma Libre
• Alumil Bulgaria Ltd.
• Amperel LTD
• Anamar Development
• Arcoplan Ltd.
• Autotechnica Ltd./Hertz/Seat
• Baker Tilly Bulgaria
• Bella Bulgaria AS
• Best Flowpacks International Eood
• Biosviat LTD
• Blanchard International Bulgaria Ltd.
• Bluehouse Capital Ltd. EM&U Property 
Services
• Breend LTD / Globe One
• Bulmakmetal ltd
• Chrysmetal OOD
• Coca-Cola HBC Bulgaria S.A
• Coffee Life Ltd.- Franchise partner of Cos-
ta Coffee in Bulgaria
• Contract Insurance Broker
• Convoy-World SA
• Cypbul Enterprises Ltd.
• DFH Bulgaria Ltd.
• Dionyssomarble Bulgaria LTD
• Egnatia Bulgaria Ltd.
• EKO Bulgaria S.A
• Eldon’s Bulgaria Ltd.
• Elton corporation Ltd
• Emed Group EООD
• Energy Horizons OOD
• Engineering & Risk Management Consul-
tant OOD
• Entersoft Bulgaria EOOD

In total HBCB admitted during 2021 - 9 new renowned companies for a total 161 Members
companies by year end.

• Ergotrade Ltd
• ETEM Gestamp Aluminium Extrusions SA
• Eurofast International Ltd
• Fire Safety Group
• Force Delta Ltd.
• Genco Bulgaria Ltd.
• Glass Cleaning LTD
• Go Shipping Bulgaria EOOD
• Goldair Handling Bulgaria Ltd.
• Hemus-M  S.A.
• I and B Real Estate EAD
• ICAP CRIF EAD
• ICON-BOROVETZ LTD
• IKEA- House Market Bulgaria
• Interion Ltd
• Intermetal Ltd.
• Intracom Bulgaria S.A.
• Isomat International EOOD
• Kallas Bulgaria
• LTA Consulting OOD
• Lulis Mel Bulgaria EAD
• Makios Logistics EOOD
• Mava Industrial
• Mazars
• MC Derma Act
• Medical center Aphrodita ltd
• Medopharma Ltd
• Mellon Bulgaria EAD
• Mirkat Ltd.
• Motiv Constractions OOD
• Motodynamics EOOD
• New Glass S.A
• Nobel
• OKTO Physiotherapy Bio Center
• Olimpia fashion
• Omnia Capital
• Orbit Ltd
• P.I.C. CO
• Palirria-Bulgaria Ltd
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• Pettas Bulgaria S.A.
• Philip Morris Bulgaria EOOD
• Plesio Computers Bulgaria
• Postbank/ Eurobank Bulgaria AD
• Premier Luxury Mountain Resort
• Printec Bulgaria JSC
• Promot LTD
• Real Estates BG Ltd.
• Rokas Law firm - branch Bulgaria, Ioannis 
Rokas
• Sensor Techno International - Petrich Ltd
• Sigma Bulgaria JSC (Saracakis Group)
• Sofia Hotel Balkan AD
• Sofia Med S.A.
• Sofia South Ring Mall EAD
• Sofmedica Bulgaria

ASSOCIATED MEMBERS

• A1
• Alpha Select Ltd
• Anglo-American School of Sofia
• Arsov Natchev Ganeva - Attorneys and 
Counsellors at Law
• Atradius Credito y Caucion S.A. de Se-
guros y Reaseguros, branch Bulgaria KCT
• Balkan Services Ltd
• Bodu Ltd
• Brand IQ Group LTD
• Ciela Norma
• CloudCart AD
• Corporate Advisors Ltd.
• Deloitte Bulgaria Ltd.
• Dinova Rusev and Partners Law Office
• Easy Consult Ltd
• Ecopack Bulgaria AD
• Gehard EOOD/Kempinski Hotel Grand 
Arena Bansko
• Gugushev & Partners Law Office
• HRS services Bulgaria Ltd.
• Insurance Company Euroins
• Interlease Bulgaria
• Keli Psychological Academy
• Kremto Ltd
• Law office T. Ivanova & Partners
• Lesaffre Bulgaria EOOD

• MBL/CBRE
• Orno
• Park Lane Developments
• Pedersen & Partners OOD
• Penkov, Markov & Partners – Attorneys at 
Law
• Pension Assurance Company Future AD
• PwC Bulgaria
• Quehenberger Logistics BLG EOOD
• Rezon Ltd
• SeeNews EOOD
• Sportal.bg AD
• STM Group LTD
• Todorov and Doykova law firm
• UniCredit Bulbank S.A.

• Soft One Technologies EOOD
• Stomana Engineering S.A.
• Stomana Industry SA
• SWISS HOTEL PROJECT
• Terna S.A.- Bulgaria branch
• ThPA Sofia
• Thrace Ipoma SA
• United Milk Company ЕAD
• Vardiola
• Zarifopoulos Bulgaria Ltd.
• Zincometal Bulgaria
• Zlatna Panega  Cement  AD(Titan Bulgaria)
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NEW MEMBERS 2021

HBCB ANNUAL REPORT 2021

HBCB PATRONS

HBCB is giving Patron companies the greatest level of exposure through the entire lineup of events, 
web space and publications.
HBCB is deeply grateful to its Patrons for their generous support!
We would like also to point out the continues and generous support of Sofia Hotel Balkan through all the year!

The Hellenic Business Council in Bulgaria is proud and grateful to have eleven patron members 
during 2021.

REGULAR
• Convoy- World S.A
• Real Estates BG EOOD
• Best Flowpakcks International EOOD
• ALUMIL Bulgaria Ltd.
• Nobel International EAD
• Sofmedica Bulgaria EOOD
• Kallas Bulgaria EOOD

ASSOCIATED
• HRS SERVICES BULGARIA LTD.
• CloudCart AD
• Orno AD
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HBCB EVENTS
Meeting with Major General Dr. Ventsislav Mutafchiyski
February 17th, 2021

On February 17th 2021 took place between the Greek Ambassador to Bulgaria Dimi-
trios Chronopoulos, Hellenic Business Council in Bulgaria (HBCB) Chairman of the 
Management Board Stamatios Theodoropoulos, HBCB Deputy Chairman of the Man-
agement Board George Mentzelopoulos, HBCB Executive Director Minko Gerdzhikov 
and the Head of the Military Medical Academy (MMA) Major General Dr. Ventsislav 
Mutafchiyski, MMA Deputy Head Colonel Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dimo Dimov and Major 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Georgi Popivanov.
As per HBCB Chairman Theodoropoulos’ initiative, Dr. Mutafchiyski approved an in-
oculation plan for HBCB members, willing to be vaccinated, as long as it is in accor-
dance with the national vaccination plan and MMA capacity. Dr. Mutafchiyski approved 
a request to report in a discourse with HBCB members, the progress of the battle against 
the epidemic during the current time period.
In addition, the meeting served as an occasion for the Greek Embassy in Bulgaria and 
HBCB to bestow a BGN 15 000 donation, collected from a combined donation initiative.
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Visit to Pravetz
March 11th, 2021 
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The Ambassador of Greece to Bulgaria Dimitrios Chronopoulos, HBCB BoD Chairman 
Stamatis Theodoropoulos and HBCB BoD member Harissis Bailas visited Pravets today. 
In a meeting with the Mayor Rumen Guninski and Evgeni Dimitrov, Director of several 
centers for social services for children and youth with disabilities in Vidrare and Pravets, 
they presented the funds raised by the joint Christmas donation initiative.
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Meeting with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic Republic
June 7th, 2021 
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On June 7, 2021, in a prestigious and beautiful location in the center of the town, a work-
ing meeting was held with Mr. Konstantinos Vlasis- Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
in charge of the Greek Diaspora. The meeting was hosted by the Greek Business Council 
in Bulgaria, in the presence of  the Ambassador and the First Counselor of the Embassy 
of the Hellenic Republic in Bulgaria, the Chairman and members of the Board of Direc-
tors, as well as members and the Executive Director of HBCB.
In a friendly  atmosphere were discussed issues, related to the political, economic and 
cultural relations between the two countries.

Meeting with the Minister of Infrastructure and Transport Kostas Karamanlis 
June 30th, 2021 
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A series of initiatives aimed at solving the problem of the long queues of Proma-
honas-Kulata were discussed at the meeting held on 30.06.2021 at the border checkpoint.
The Hellenic Business Council in Bulgaria was represented by the Secretary General of 
the Managing Board, Mrs. Kleoniki Georgiadou. In addition to Minister Kostas Kara-
manlis, the meeting was also attended by the Deputy Governor of Serres, Mr. Panayotis 
Spiropoulos.
HBCB Secretary General outlined the parameters of the problem related to the long de-
lays of Promahonas-Kulata, and on behalf of the Greek business community in Bulgaria, 
called for initiatives and measures to alleviate congestion at customs and speed up the 
transit of vehicles .
As part of the efforts to solve the problem, at the behest of the Minister of Infrastructure 
and Transport Kostas Karamanlis and in cooperation with the District Administration 
of Central Macedonia and especially the Deputy Governor of Serres, Mr. Panayotis 
Spiropoulos, for a short period of time the construction of 3 new control cabins was start-
ed and completed. Equally responsive was the action of the police administration, which 
responded by providing operational staff for the new stations.
The Hellenic Business Council in Bulgaria expresses its gratitude to Minister Karamanlis 
for the immediate response to the request for a meeting, as well as for his personal contri-
bution to improve the situation at the Promahonas border crossing.



On Wednesday 07/07, HBCB held its 
summer networking event at Maison 
Sofia Hotel. The event attended more 
than 200 representatives of Greek and 
Bulgarian enterprises.
In the lush, shadowy and beautiful 
garden of the Maison Hotel of Sofia, a 
member N. Daskalantonakis Group of 
Companies, the attendees of the event 
had the pleasure to meet after a peri-
od of almost one and half year, since 
events were not held during past peri-

od due to anti-pandemic measures.
The event attended the Greek Ambassador in Bulgaria, Mr. Chronopoulos, along with the 
ex-Chairman and Ex-General Secretary of HBCB, Mr. Theodoropoulos and Mr. Mavropoulos.
In the beginning of the event and following the welcome speech of H.E the Ambassador, HBCB 
awarded Mr. Theodoropoulos and Mr. Mavropoulos for their years of service and precious sup-
port.
Furthermore, during the event, gifts vouchers from partners of HBCB, Bulgaria Air and member 
Euphoria Borovets, were distributed among the participants. Five free tickets from Bulgaria Air 
and vouchers for 2 days free accommodation from Euphoria Borovets, were awarded after a 
raffle, while vouchers of discounts for flights of Bulgaria Air were distributed to all guests.

Summer Networking Cocktail
July 7th, 2021
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Meeting with Minister Fragogiannis
July 8th, 2021
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On 8th of July, in the frames of the Deputy Minister for Economic Diplomacy and Open-
ness, Kostas A. Fragogiannis’ visit to Sofia for the Three Seas Summit and Business 
Forum, HBCB organized a meeting with the Deputy Minister.
In the meeting with Mr. Fragogiannis participated members of the Greek Embassy in 
Sofia, members of the Board of Directors of HBCB, HBCB’s team and representatives of 
HBCB’s members.
Mr. Fragogiannis shared his enthusiasm to be back in Sofia, where he has lived for 2 
years, before approximately 20 years.
Throughout the meeting, were presented to the Deputy Minister the main issues that the 
Greek Businesses are facing, but also the ways to develop further the relationship be-
tween Greece and Bulgaria. The discussion was focused in specific areas and on further 
detailed actions that need to be taken.
Mr. Fragogiannis shared his vision on the wider picture that he envisions the cooperation 
between our two countries and offered innovative ideas.
HBCB looks forward to the implementation of these actions and is committed towards 
their accomplishment.

Meeting with the President of Greece
July 9th, 2021
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On Friday 09/07 at the conference hall Mozart of Millenium 
Hotel in Sofia, an important landmark for HBCB occur, 
since HBCB had the pleasure to welcome the President of 
Hellenic Republic H.E. Katerina N. Sakellaropoulou.
The meeting attended the Deputy Minister for Economic 
Diplomacy and Openness Mr. Kostas Fragogiannis, the 
Greek Ambassador of Greece in Bulgaria Mr. Dimitrios 
Hronopoulos, members of the Greek Embassy, members 
of the BoD of HBCB, the Executive Director of HBCB, the 
team of HBCB and representatives of members of HBCB.
During the meeting the Chairman of HBCB, Mr. Giorgos 
Metzelopoulos, commended on the valuable work of the 
President and on the example set by her for the youth of 
Greece.

The President of Hellenic Republic H.E. Katerina N. Sakellaropoulou emphasized on the 
Greek entrepreneurship’s growing presence in Bulgaria over the past years and its signifi-
cant playing role.
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On  September 29th , the Hel-
lenic Business Council in Bul-
garia and the German-Bulgar-
ian Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce, co-organized at the 
Innovation Forum John Ata-
nasoff, Sofia Tech Park, their 
scheduled Conference “Vision 
and Strategies for the develop-
ment of electromobility and the 
electromobile industry in Bul-
garia”.
 In a highly professional orga-
nized event, more than 250 at-

tendees, along with the honored guests Greek Ambassador H.E. Dimitrios Hronopoulos ,German 
Ambassador H.E. Christoph Eichhorn and Deputy Minister of Economy,Mr. Krassimir Kiriakov  
had the opportunity to explore the future and development of electromobility in Bulgaria. 
The event was a big success, since highly constructive and informative discussion panels took 
place, in front of an audience that proved its interest in innovation.
The Conference was realized with the kind support of General partners Postbank and Aurubis , 
and partners companies  EKO Bulgaria, Penkov, Markov &Partners, ABB ,and BMW.
Media partners for the event were SeeNews and Economy.bg.

Electromobility
September 29th, 2021
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HBCB Back to Business Networking Cocktail
September 30th, 2021
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HBCB Back to Business Networking Cocktail took place on 30th of September in the 
cozy outdoor and indoor setting of the Loft – Rooftop of Hyatt Regency Sofia. Follow-
ing all safety protocols and under the grey sky of Sofia, approximately 200 representa-
tives of HBCB’s members attended the event.
The Chairman of HBCB Mr. Georgios Mentzelopoulos in his welcome speech intro-
duced to the audience the newly appointed Minister Plenipotentiary for Economic and 
Commercial Affairs at the Embassy of Greece in Sofia, Mr. Dimitrios Michas.
The event was honored also by H.E. Mr. Dimitrios Hronopoulos, Ambassador of Greece 
in Bulgaria.
Guests had the opportunity to share experiences from their summer vacation as well as 
plans and expectations for the new business season while building new contacts and 
discussing recent economic and political news.

1th Business Breakfast session
July 9th, 2021
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On 06/10 the newly appointed Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary for Economic and 
Commercial Affairs of the Embassy of 
Greece in  Bulgaria, H.E. Dimitrios Mi-
chas, along with Mr. Dimitrios Maos, 
Secretary for Economic and Commer-
cial Affairs, visited the offices of HBCB.
In the meeting that took place partic-
ipated also the Executive Director of 
HBCB, Mr. Minko Gerdjikov, the Vice 
Chairman of HBCB, Mr. Haris Bailas, 
the member of the BoD of HBCB, Mr. 
Thodoros Polydoros and the members 
of HBCB, the Executive Director of TI-
TAN Bulgaria, Mr. Adamantios Frantzis 
and the Director of Greek/International 

Corporate desk of Postbank, Mr. Christos Anagnostakis.
In a fruitful discussion between all parties, future joint steps and actions were discussed.
We would like to thank the Consul for his visit and wish him every success!
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Meeting with Minister Theodorikakos
November 2nd, 2021 
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On 03/11, HBCB had the 2nd for this year 
Business Breakfast with the newly  appoint-
ed  Minister Plenipotentiary for Economic and 
Commercial Affairs of the Embassy of Greece 
in  Bulgaria, H.E. Dimitrios Michas, along with 
Mr. Dimitrios Maos, Secretary for Economic 
and Commercial Affairs.
In the meeting that took place participated also 
the Executive Director of HBCB, Mr. Minko 
Gerdjikov, the General Secretary of HBCB, 
Mrs. Kleoniki Georgiadou, the Vice Chairman 
of HBCB, Mr. George Alexandris, the member 
of the BoD of HBCB, Mr. George Papakonstan-
tinou, the member of the BoD of HBCB, Mr. 
Vasilis Kainaros and the members of HBCB, 
the Executive Director of Orbit Bulgaria, Mr. 
Zisis Kotsias, the Executive Director of Force 
Delta Bulgaria, Mrs. Traianka Orfanidou and 
the Marketing Director of PLESIO Bulgaria, 
Mr. Nikolay Totov.

2nd Business breakfast session
November 3rd, 2021
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On 02/11, HBCB held a business dinner for the Greek Minister of Citizen Protection, Mr. 
Panagiotis Theodorikakos. The Minister had visited Bulgaria following the invitation of 
the Minister of Interior of Bulgaria, Boyko Rashkov, since Mr. Theodorikakos is respon-
sible for the National Coordination Centers for Border Control. HBCB had the opportuni-
ty to express the opinion of the Greek Business Community of Bulgaria regarding issues 
related to current developments in immigration and border security between the two 
countries.
In the dinner participated also the Greek Ambassador in Bulgaria Mr. Dimitrios Chro-
nopoulos. HBCB during the dinner presented to the Ambassador a letter from the Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of HBCB, Mr. Georgios Mentzelopoulos, in response to 
the request of the Ambassador for assistance in the reconstruction of the auxiliary build-
ing in the chapel of “St. George” in Sofia, with purpose to be used as a Greek School. We 
will inform our members with a separate post on the subject.
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3rd Business breakfast session
November 17th, 2021

On 17/11, HBCB had the 3rd for this year Business Breakfast with the newly appoint-
ed Minister Plenipotentiary for Economic and Commercial Affairs at the Greek Em-
bassy in Sofia, H.E. Dimitrios Michas along with Mr. Dimitrios Maos, Secretary for 
Economic and Commercial Affairs.
In the meeting that took place participated also the Executive Director of HBCB, Mr. 
Minko Gerdjikov, the General Secretary of HBCB, Mrs. Kleoniki Georgiadou, the 
member of the BoD of HBCB, Mr. Giorgos Papakonstantinou and the members of 
HBCB, Dimitar Dichev, CEO of Thrace Ipoma SA member of Thrace Group, George 
Terlegkas, Managing Director of Promot Ltd. - комарници, щори, врати, боядисване, 
Yannis Skopelitis, Managing Director of Bulmakmetal Ltd, Stavros Kanapitsas, rep-
resentative of Gο Shipping along with special guest Mr. George Seitanidis, represen-
tative of ThPA S.A.
Similar to all previous events, the members of HBCB and guests had the pleasure 
to discuss with Mr. Michas, but also between them, their activities, current business 
trends and opportunities in Bulgaria.
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4th Business breakfast session
December 2nd, 2021 
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On 02/12, HBCB held the 4th for this year Business Break-
fast with the newly appointed Minister Plenipotentiary for 
Economic and Commercial Affairs at the Greek Embassy 
in Sofia, H.E. Dimitrios Michas along with Mr. Dimitrios 
Maos, Secretary for Economic and Commercial Affairs.
In the meeting that took place participated similar to the 
previous times the Executive Director of HBCB, Mr. 
Minko Gerdjikov, the General Secretary of HBCB, Mrs. 
Kleoniki Georgiadou and the member of the BoD of 
HBCB, Mr. Giorgos Papakonstantinou. The members of 
HBCB that participated in the meeting were Mr. Emma-
nouil Fountoukis, General Manager of ETEM Gestamp , 
Mr. Konstantinos Valiadis, CEO of United Milk Company 
(Верея), Mr. Konstantinos Bikas, General Manager of 

Elton Corporation, Mr. Roumen Nikolov, Executive Director of Anamar development and 
Mr. George Margonis, General Manager of Philip Morris International in Bulgaria.
In a fruitful discussion between all parties, HBCB’s members had the pleasure to present 
to the Minister their activities and operations in the Bulgarian Market.
We are very pleased to see that our Business Breakfast sessions are becoming a very im-
portant stable business activity that is facilitating our members’ operations.
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”The Colours of Sofia - Α photo diary of a foreigner living in Sofia”
December 12th, 2021 
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On 15/12, HBCB held the 5th for this year Business 
Breakfast with the newly appointed Minister Plenipo-
tentiary for Economic and Commercial Affairs at the 
Greek Embassy in Sofia, H.E. Dimitrios Mihas along 
with Mr. Dimitrios Maos, Secretary for Economic and 
Commercial Affairs.
In the meeting that took place participated the Chair-
man of HBCB, Mr. George Mentzelopoulos, the Gen-
eral Secretary of HBCB, Mrs. Kleoniki Georgiadou, 
the member of the BoD of HBCB, Mr. Giorgos Papa-
konstantinou and the Executive Director of HBCB, Mr. 
Minko Gerdjikov.
The members of HBCB that participated in the meeting 
were Mr. Nikos Yfantidis, Country Manager of HOUSE 
MARKET BULGARIA EAD (ИКЕА), Mr. Rosen 
Tenev, CEO of I&B real estate and Mr. Prodromos Pap-

adopoulos, owner of Афродита МЦ - Стволови клетки и Ин витро.
In a separate meeting that took place, Mr. Dimitrios Mihas, Mr. Dimitrios Maos and HBCB, had 
the pleasure to be welcomed by Mr. Dimitrios Papoulis, CEO of Sofiaring Mall at his premises.
These were the last of this year’s business breakfast sessions. Next year we will continue our 
efforts to develop further such actions, despite the challenging times we are all facing.

5th Business breakfast session
December 15th, 2021
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HBCB would like to present to its members an exceptional Photo Book by Nick Des-
sypris titled:
”The Colours of Sofia - Α photo diary of a foreigner living in Sofia”.
HBCB, always a supporter of art initiatives, has assisted in the printing process of the 
book and sponsored its publishing (from left to right Mr. Vasilis Mavrogenis of the print-
ing company Print Mart, Mr. Nick Dessypris and the General Secretary of HBCB, Mrs. 
Kleoniki Georgiadou).
The Photo Album consists of 224 polished pages, made from top quality velvet mate 
170gr paper and has a hard cover. May be offered also as a corporate Christmas gift with 
a company logo.
For more information, please contact v.bozhinova@hbcbg.com. Please note that the pho-
to book is offered in limited number of copies.
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SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
 Donation to the Military Medical Academy
Donation of a  funds, kindly offered by companies- members, in support of the Christmas do-
nation initiative organized by the Greek embassy in Sofia in cooperation with HBCB. 
A noteworthy sum had been offered to the Military Medical Academy Hospital, the prime in-
stitution treating Covid-19 patients.

 Donation to the  centers for social services for children and youth with 
disabilities
The Ambassador of Greece to Bulgaria Dimitrios Chronopoulos, HBCB BoD Chairman Sta-
matis Theodoropoulos and HBCB BoD member Harissis Bailas in their visit to Pravetz,pre-
sented the centers for social services for children and youth with disabilities with donations, 
raised in a joint Christmas initiative between the Embassy of Greece in Bulgaria and HBCB.

 HBCB initiative for a corporate vaccination at MMA
HBCB and MMA cooperation for corporate vaccination for the member-companies who wish 
to facilitate and speed up the procedure for their employees. 

 HBCB initiative for a corporate vaccination at Sofiamed Hospital
In 2021, thanks to an agreement reached with the head of Sofiamed Hospital, we continued 
the vaccination of our members, which started last year. At the same time, we found the op-
portunity for counseling and medical treatment of our members in case of complications from 
Covid 19.

 HBCB in support of the culture
HBCB  supported financially the realization of  the concert “Sozopol in the winter”, organized 
by  “Aristotle” cultural club.

 Greek Embassy of Sofia and HBCB fundraising initiative
A join fundraising initiative for the reconstruction of the building in the yard of “Saint George”, 
the Greek Church in Sofia.

 HBCB in support of a photo album edition
HBCB supported the art initiative in assisting and sponsoring the printing and  publishing  of 
a  Photo Book by Nick Dessypris,  titled: ”The Colours of Sofia - Α photo diary of a foreigner 
living in Sofia”.
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HBCB PUBLICATIONS
HBCB DAILY NEWSLETTER

HBCB members and friends receive every day 
a summary of the local news, highlighting the 
recent developments in the world of business, 
political and international relations. Periodi-
cally, with the daily news, the HBCB members 
and friends are provided with the most recent 
changes in Law and Taxation. HBCB members 
are given tribune in the „Members section“ 
where they publish free of charge news from 
their companies.

Throughout 2020 HBCB continues to improve 
and develop its contemporary website to pro-
vide more useful information and improve 
communication with the members in an easy to 
navigate platform.

The HBCB website is an important means of
communication and up-to-date source of infor-
mation for all members and interested parties 
in Bulgaria and abroad. It contains detailed 
information for the Hellenic Business Council 
in Bulgaria – activities, members, upcoming 
events and announcements, reports, analyses, 
tax and legal updates, as well as other useful 
information, archives.

HBCB WEBSITE: www.hbcbg.com
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HBCB FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/Hellenic-
BusinessCouncilBG

HBCB LINKEDIN: www.linkedin.com/company/hel-
lenic-business-council-bulgaria



Mr. Minko Gerdjikov
Executive Director
Tel: (+359 2) 950 24 44
E-mail: m.gerdjikov@hbcbg.com 

Mrs. Valentina Bozhinova
Office manager
Tel: (+359 2)950 24 41
Mobile: +3598 82008746
E-mail: v.bozhinova@hbcbg.com

HBCB EXECUTIVE
OFFICE
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INCOME 2021 Budget BGN 2021 Actual BGN % Difference 
Membership Fees 140 560,00    145 367,00    

Events 15 500,00    31 696,46    
Advertisement in the WEB 2 600,00    500,00    

HBCB Patrons  68 500,00    66 000,00    
Bank interest 120,00    0,00    

Advertisement in Year Book 0,00    1 120,00     
Donations 0,00    20 400,00     

TOTAL 227 280,00    265 083,46    16,63%

EXPENSES 2021 Budget BGN 2021 Actual BGN % Difference 
Administrative Costs & Fixed Costs 48 272,00    49 086,96    

Salaries and Bonuses 74 471,00    78 270,73    
Events 31 000,00    46 686,67    

Newsletter Elaboration 4 200,00    4 200,00    
PR&Marketing 11 000,00    10 562,52    

Donations 36 000,00    49 082,00    
Capital expenditure 1 600,00    933,48    

TOTAL 206 543,00    238 822,36    15,63%
BALANCE 20 737,00    26 261,10    26,64%

HBCB BANK ACCOUNTS
31. 12. 2020 31. 12. 2021 

Postbank Current Account BGN 6 841,59    78 692,12    
Cash BGN 956,07    864,23    

Postbank Deposit Account BGN 185 046,75    155 044,25    
Postbank Deposit Account EUR 70 088,11    70 088,11    

Total in EUR 168 687.89 190 037,49    
Total in BGN 329 924,84    371 681,03    

REVENUE – EXPENSES
REPORT 2021 
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 HBCB BUDGET 2021
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INCOME 2021 Actual BGN 2022 Budget  BGN
Membership Fees 145 367,00    160 000,00    

Events 31 696,46    9 500,00    
Advertisement in the WEB 500,00    1 000,00    

HBCB Patrons  66 000,00    62 500,00    
Advertisement in Year Book 1 120,00    0,00    

Donations 20 400,00    0,00    
TOTAL INCOME 265 083,46    233 000,00    

EXPENSES 2021 Actual BGN 2022 Budget  BGN
Administrative Costs & Fixed Costs 50 020,44 65 000,00    

Salaries and Bonuses 78 270,73    110 000,00    
Events 46 686,67    41 000,00    

Newsletter 4 200,00    *
PR&Marketing 10 562,52    10 000,00    

Donations 49 082,00    0,00    
TOTAL 238 822,36    226 000,00    

BALANCE 26 261,10    7 000,00    
* Included in Administative Costs & Fixed Costs
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